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bonnet and high sides, and many critics of the machine
said it was absurd to have such a big bonnet for so
small an engine.

I pointed out that to have a low bonnet and a tall
glass wind-screen was still more absurd when the lower
glass part of the screen was not used for seeing through,
and if wood or metal was used in the lower portion
instead of glass the general appearance of the whole
car would be affected and look bad. Then, again, a
big flat screen offers much greater head resistance than
a properly designed large bonnet.

The bonnet of this car being high meant employing
a rather large radiator front. This was made narrower
than usual but even so it was rather large. So only
the upper half was used for the radiator. A place for
painting the numbers of the car was provided on the
lower half, behind this number-plate was fitted a
shutter blind which was concealed but which could be
drawn up over the radiator in cold weather or during
short journeys which doctors and shoppers often have
to make.

At that time the wind-screen wiper had not been
developed to any reliable extent, so the wind-screen
was designed to overcome the effect of rain. This was
done by dividing the wind-screen of the car into two
halves, and then each half was again divided into two
portions. The upper portion was made so that it would
slide up and down during bad weather conditions, so
that a horizontal narrow slot could be provided at the
height of the eye which enabled the driver to see
through, and thus not have his vision clouded by rain
or mist on the glass itself. It might be imagined that
this slot would let in a lot of air and even water when
it was raining, but in actual practice this was not the
case, for practically no rain at all came through.

I used to think that there was a market for a motor
cycle which really protects the rider from the weather